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Vehicle Pursuits
310.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy is to set parameters for vehicle pursuits, safe emergency operation of law enforcement
vehicles, the use of tire deflation devices, the use of the Tactical Vehicle Intervention (TVI), and
other intervention techniques.

310.1.1   GUIDELINES

A. All members will abide by the state traffic and motor vehicle laws and regulations,
unless operating as an emergency vehicle.

B. All members will use seat belts when operating or riding as a passenger in any
department vehicle. Members should also ensure that all passengers use seat belts
or other appropriate restraint devices in accordance with state traffic law.

C. Pursuits are prohibited against the traffic flow of a divided highway unless prior
approval is obtained from a supervisor/commander and the operator of the vehicle
being pursued is fleeing to avoid a felony arrest. Paralleling in the correct direction on
the highway is permitted.

D. The Tactical Vehicle Intervention (TVI) may be used, when authorized by a supervisor/
commander who has completed approved training.

E. Members becoming actively involved in a pursuit initiated by any outside agency must
have supervisor/commander authorization.

310.1.2   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Pursuit - An event involving one or more peace officers attempting to apprehend a suspect who is
trying to avoid arrest while operating a motor vehicle by using high speed or other evasive tactics
or driving in a legal manner but willfully failing to yield to a deputy's signal to stop.

Blocking - A coordinated maneuver where department vehicles simultaneously block the
movement of a stopped or parked suspect vehicle The goal is containment and preventing a
pursuit. Blocking is not a moving or stationary road block.

Controlling Supervisor - A Clay County Sheriff's Office supervisor or commander who assumes
verbal control and responsibility of a vehicle pursuit.

Emergency - A reasonable belief that a crime is about to be committed, is being committed, or
has been committed involving injury ot threat of injury to any person, property, or governmental
interest and such officer's response is reasonably necessary to prevent or end such emergency
situation or mitigate the likelihood of injury involved in such emergency situation (RSMo 70.820).

Emergency Vehicle Operation - An emergency police vehicle traveling with activated red light(s)
and siren. Members will operate as an emergency vehicle on assist-the-officer calls, emergency
calls-for-service, or while in a vehicle pursuit. Members may also operate as an emergency vehicle
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in any other situation when, at the member's discretion, an emergency exists and such operation
is reasonable and necessary.

Emergency Vehicle - A department vehicle equipped with a siren and one or more red light(s).

Paralleling - The operation of police vehicles parallel to the pursuit route operating as an
emergency vehicle.

Pursuit Rated - Any vehicle manufactured for the sole purpose of law enforcement or
governmental use receiving certification as a pursuit rated vehicle. Prior to the pursuit, this vehicle
will be equipped with emergency lights and sirens, or horn device, that adhere to federal, state,
and local safety regulations for pursuit law enforcement vehicles.

Pursuit Vehicle

1. Primary Pursuit Vehicle - A department vehicle that initiates or assumes control of
the pursuit and is the vehicle closest to the pursued vehicle.

2. Secondary Pursuit Vehicle - A department vehicle that directly follows the primary
pursuit vehicle at a safe distance. The member of this vehicle will be immediately
available to assume the position of the primary pursuit vehicle and to assist the primary
pursuit vehicle when the pursued vehicle stops.

3. Other Pursuit Vehicle - Any other department vehicle that becomes involved in a
pursuit, whether attempting to overtake or parallel other vehicles (i.e., police or suspect
vehicle).

Ramming - The deliberate act of impacting a violator's vehicle with another vehicle to functionally
damage or otherwise force the violator's vehicle to become immobile and stop.

Reasonableness - A benchmark used in court when reviewing the decision made by a particular
party. The reasonableness standard is a test that asks whether the decisions made were legitimate
and designed to remedy a certain issue under the circumstances at the time.

Roadblocks - Any restriction or obstruction utilized or intended for the purpose of preventing free
passage of a motor vehicle in order to affect the apprehension of a pursued vehicle.

Significant Passage of Time - In the context of fresh pursuit, constant visual contact is not
required. If a vehicle or person goes momentarily out-of-sight, but immediately comes back into
sight, (e.g. going over a hill) the member would not have "lost contact" within the meaning of the
statute.

Tactical Vehicle Intervention (TVI) - A car to car contact technique to disable another vehicle,
designed to intervene for the purpose of de-escalating or resolving the situation in the interest
of public safety.

Terminate - Pursuits may be terminated by decision of the pursuing member, by order of a
supervisor/commander or when the suspect vehicle stops. The member will deactivate audible
and visual emergency warning equipment (emergency lights and sirens), resume a safe speed
and comply with all traffic laws.



Clay County Sheriff's Office
Clay County SO Policy Manual

Vehicle Pursuits

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2022/04/27, All Rights Reserved.
Published with permission by Clay County Sheriff's Office

Vehicle Pursuits - 3

Tire Deflation Device - A manually deployed device containing hollow steel spikes which when
struck causes a rapid, controlled deflation of a vehicle tire. The use of a tire deflation device is
not considered a roadblock.

Uncontrolled Intersection - An intersection where neither direction has any type of traffic control.

310.2   POLICY
This office's response to those who unlawfully flee from law enforcement action shall stress a
common-sense balance between the importance of apprehending offenders and the high-risk
nature of vehicle pursuits.

A vehicle pursuit shall be conducted using an authorized emergency vehicle that is equipped with
and using as reasonably necessary, a siren and at least one lighted front red light. The officer/
deputy may, when in pursuit of a suspect ((§ 304.022, RSMo):

A. Proceed past a red light, stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may
be necessary for safe operation.

B. Exceed the speed limit so long as the deputy does not endanger life or property any
more than is necessary based on the totality of the circumstances.

C. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified
directions so long as the deputy does not endanger life or property.

310.3   EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATION (OTHER THAN PURSUITS)

A. During emergency operation, members will drive with due regard for safety of all
persons. Due regard means consideration must be given to the following:

1. Urgency of the situation

2. Weather and roadway conditions

3. Visibility

4. Volume and speed of other vehicle traffic

5. Ability to control the vehicle at the speed driven

6. Type of area (e.g., school zone, high traffic, intersections, residential streets,
etc.)

B. Members are given the discretion, when responding to an incident, to operate as an
emergency vehicle in situations where they are not dispatched as such. Vehicles not
pursuit rated (e.g. Truck/Van, Minivan, Crossover) may only respond as an emergency
vehicle when, at the discretion of the member, it is necessary to preserve life, prevent
physical injury, or protect property in immediate danger of destruction.

C. Members will approach all intersections with caution. Although Missouri law requires
motorists to yield to emergency vehicles, members should not assume that motorists
see or hear emergency vehicle(s) until they actually yield.
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D. When a member approaches an intersection, the member may proceed through the
intersection only when the member has cleared the intersection and determined it is
safe to do so. Clearing the intersection means:

1. Stopping or slowing down with due regard at intersections where the member
has a red light, stop sign, or views that obstruct the line of sight (e.g., buildings
or large semi) for cross traffic, or

2. Slowing down with due regard at all other intersections (i.e., member has a green
light or yield sign).

E. The siren will be used in addition to red lights if compliance cannot be immediately
gained, to gain the attention of drivers or pedestrians, when it becomes necessary to
exceed the posted speed limit or violate any other traffic law in order to catch up to
a vehicle.

F. Members should not pass to the right of a vehicle in traffic while operating as an
emergency vehicle unless necessary, and should anticipate the possibility of a citizen's
vehicle moving to the right in front of the CCSO vehicle.

G. If advised by a supervisor/commander to terminate emergency vehicle operation, a
member will comply immediately.

310.4   VEHICLE PURSUIT PROCEDURES
A. Initiating Vehicle Pursuits (41.2.2b)

Members are authorized to initiate a pursuit when it is reasonable to believe that a suspect is
attempting to evade arrest or detention by fleeing in a vehicle that has been given a signal to stop
by a peace officer.

Members may initiate a pursuit while within the jurisdiction of this office. If a member begins
a pursuit in this jurisdiction, the deputy may pursue into another jurisdiction with supervisor/
commander authorization.

B. Vehicle Pursuit Factors/Considerations (41.2.2a)

Due to possible risks that may be associated with pursuit driving, all members must recognize
and accept that a decision not to pursue may sometimes be the safest and most professional
course of action.

Any of the following factors and any other relevant factors will be considered before and during
any pursuit to determine if the pursuit should be initiated, continued, or terminated:

(a) Seriousness of the known violation or suspected crime (e.g., whether the suspect
represents a serious threat to public safety)
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(b) Weather and roadway conditions

(c) Volume and speed of other vehicular traffic

(d) Presence of pedestrians, schools or parks

(e) Speed of pursuit

(f) Posted speed limit

(g) Type of area (e.g., school zone, high traffic intersections, residential streets, etc.)

(h) Familiarity of the area by the pursuing member

(i) Safety of the public in the area of the vehicle pursuit

(j) Safety of the members in the area of the vehicle pursuit

(k) Quality of communications between the pursuing members, the dispatcher and the
supervisor

(l) The availability of other resources, such as aircraft assistance.

(m) Whether the suspect being pursued is readily identifiable or subject to capture at
another time

(n) Other persons in or on the pursued vehicle (e.g., passengers, co-offenders and
hostages).

C. Other Pursuit Issues

(a) If the member decides to initiate a pursuit, they will operate as an emergency vehicle
throughout the entire duration of the pursuit.

(b) Members will not initiate or continue a pursuit when, in the member's opinion, the
danger to the public or member created by the pursuit, exceeds the danger presented
by the offender remaining at large.

(c) The discretionary decision to initiate, continue, or become involved in a pursuit will be
based upon factors known to the member at the time the member initiates the pursuit
or updates received during the pursuit.

(d) Member(s) will not become involved in a pursuit, without approval from the controlling
supervisor/commander, when an arrestee is a passenger in the department vehicle.

(e) The following department vehicles should not become involved in pursuits unless there
is an immediate threat to the safety or well- being of a person, or notification and
approval from the controlling supervisor/commander:

(a) Any vehicle that is not pursuit rated

(b) Motorcycles or ATV

(f) Department Vehicles not equipped with a red emergency light and siren are prohibited
from initiating or joining in any pursuit. Deputies in such vehicles may provide support
to pursuing units as long as the vehicle is operated in compliance with all traffic laws.

(g) A pursuit should generally be limited to only the primary and secondary vehicles, and
a supervisor. Instances involving a pursued vehicle occupied by multiple assailants
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or pursuits involving armed suspects may necessitate the use of more than three
pursuing police vehicles, including but not limited to K9 or aerial support members,
in order to adequately provide for officer safety at the conclusion of the pursuit.
Other members may become involved in a pursuit at the direction of the controlling
supervisor/commander.

(h) When a pursuit enters another jurisdiction, the controlling supervisor/commander will
assess the situation and decide whether to continue or order the pursuit terminated.

(i) In the event that the initiating CCSO member relinquishes control of the pursuit to
another member or jurisdiction, that initiating member may, with permission of a
supervisor/commander, trail the pursuit to the termination point in order to provide
information and assistance for the arrest of the suspect.

(j) A pursuit shall not leave the State of Missouri unless a violent felony has been
committed, and exigent circumstances exist. If a pursuit leaves the State of Missouri,
the affected commander shall be notified as soon as practical.

(k) A pursuit that has commenced within, and has continued outside, the jurisdiction of this
office shall be terminated once the pursuing deputy has lost contact with the person
being pursued (§ 544.157,RSMo).

(l) When the primary vehicle or secondary vehicle experiences equipment failure
involving lights or sirens, radio, brakes, steering, or other essential mechanical
equipment, that vehicle will terminate their involvement in the pursuit.

(m) Once a police helicopter has the pursued vehicle in sight and radio communication
has been established, the helicopter will begin calling the pursuit. The primary and
secondary vehicles will continue operating as an emergency vehicle, but should defer
to the helicopter as the main pursuit vehicle.

(n) Distinctively marked patrol vehicles should replace unmarked vehicles involved in a
pursuit whenever practicable. (41.2.2e)

(o) Dependent upon the seriousness of the offense and inherent danger of a citizen
observer (ride-along) should be considered.

(p) Pursuits involving vessels/boats by members are generally prohibited, unless exigent
circumstances exist.

310.4.1   TERMINATING PURSUITS (41.2.2H)
Terminating Pursuits (41.2.2h)

1. A pursuit shall be terminated when one or more of the following conditions apply:

A. In the discretion of the pursuing member(s), the danger to the public or member(s)
created by the pursuit exceeds the danger presented by the offender remaining at large.
(41.2.2i)

B. Immediate medical assistance is needed by anyone injured as a result of the pursuit
and there is not a secondary vehicle to provide assistance.

C. A supervisor/commander orders the pursuit terminated.
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D. The pursuing member(s) loses visual contact with the vehicle being pursued for a
significant passage of time. If the pursued vehicle momentarily goes out of visual contact
(e.g., going over a hill, a blind curve, etc.) but immediately comes back into visual contact
would not mandate termination.

2. The controlling supervisor/commander has the authority to terminate any vehicle pursuit.
(41.2.2i)

3. Upon termination members will deactivate audible and visual emergency warning
equipment (emergency lights and sirens), turn and go an alternate direction, resume a safe
speed and comply with all traffic laws.

4. A member will not be criticized or disciplined for terminating a pursuit when, in that
member's opinion, the lives or property of others would have been at undue risk if the pursuit
had continued.

310.4.2   RESPONSIBILITIES: INITIATING/ PRIMARY MEMBER, SECONDARY MEMBER,
OTHER MEMBERS, COMMUNICATIONS, SUPERVISOR/ COMMANDER
A. INITIATING/PRIMARY MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES (41.2.2c)

1. Activate both the red light(s) and siren immediately while attempting to stop any vehicle
that refuses to stop and at any time while remaining behind or following the vehicle until the
pursuit is terminated.

2. Notify t  he Communications Unit/Dispatcher of the pursuit and give the following
information in the initial transmission:

(a) Radio number

(b) Location, direction, and speed

(c) Vehicle description

(d) Occupant information

(e) Reason for the pursuit

(f) Any additional pertinent information (e.g., party armed, weather and street conditions
and the volume and speed of other vehicular traffic, etc.)

3. Ensure that the in-car camera and audio are both activated upon initiation of pursuit, if
available.

4. Attempt to transmit a location, speed, traffic density, and driving demeanor of the driver
being pursued as often as necessary, and whenever the pursued vehicle changes direction.

5. Continually evaluate the need to apprehend the suspect(s) against the risk to the public.

B. SECONDARY MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES (41.2.2d)

(a) Activate both red light(s) and siren.

(b) Maintain a safe distance behind the primary vehicle.



Clay County Sheriff's Office
Clay County SO Policy Manual

Vehicle Pursuits

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2022/04/27, All Rights Reserved.
Published with permission by Clay County Sheriff's Office

Vehicle Pursuits - 8

(c) Assist the primary vehicle during the pursuit and at the point of termination.

(d) Do not overtake the primary vehicle without coordination with the operator of the
primary vehicle or controlling supervisor/commander.

(e) Be prepared to assume the role of the primary vehicle if the primary vehicle
relinquishes its position or cannot continue.

(f) Take over radio transmissions from the primary vehicle.

(g) Immediately cease being involved in the pursuit and provide immediate medical
assistance to anyone injured as a result of the pursuit. This responsibility will not be
delegated to other vehicles without supervisor/commander approval.

C. OTHER MEMBERS RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) Operate as an emergency vehicle when requested or when it becomes reasonably
necessary to become involved in, or get ahead of the pursuit for purposes of traffic
control, to deploy a tire deflation device, or any other approved pursuit intervention
technique.

(b) Personnel who are not actively engaged in the pursuit may maneuver into a position
of support by paralleling.

D. COMMUNICATIONS UNIT / DISPATCHER RESPONSIBILITIES (41.2.2f)

Immediately upon being notified of a pursuit, the dispatcher will:

1. Notify all members of the pursuit; obtain the location, direction, and description of
the pursued vehicle, occupant description(s), reason for pursuit, and any additional
information.

2. Relay additional pursuit location and direction only as necessary.

3. Relay locations of tire deflation devices, and other pertinent information.

4. Notify and document a controlling supervisor/commander.

5. Patch the appropriate talk-group to the Regional Pursuit talk-group, if necessary.

6. Request assistance or resources as directed, including outside agencies and aircraft.

7. Notify other law enforcement agencies, including the Missouri State Highway Patrol, if
it appears the pursuit may enter their jurisdiction (§ 544.157, RSMo). This notification
can be done on Regional Commons talk-groups, including PS- DISP.

8. Make internal notifications and updates to command and executive staff of vehicle
pursuits.

E. Patrol Supervisor/ Commander Responsibilities

(a) Notify dispatch of assumption of control of the pursuit.

(b) If a member's direct supervisor does not verbally assume control of the pursuit via
radio, an on-duty Patrol Division supervisor/commander will assume control.

(c) Obtain information about the pursuit (i.e., location, speed, traffic density, and reason
for pursuit).
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(d) Monitor the progress of the pursuit, evaluate the circumstances known at the time, and
make the decision to continue or to order the pursuit terminated. Factors that should
be considered are listed in this policy (310.4-B, C, D).

(e) Respond to the termination point of the pursuit if arrest(s), injuries, death, a property
damage has occurred, a tire deflation device successfully deployed, or the suspect
vehicle has been recovered.

(f) Review and approve reports, forms and video associated with the incident. Provide
feedback, counseling, or other recommendations/actions to members as necessary.

310.5   INTER-JURISDICTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

(a) Members will not become actively involved in a pursuit by an outside agency unless
authorized by a supervisor/commander. Supervisors shall have discretion to allow
members to become involved and in what capacity without a specific request from an
outside agency.

(b) The supervisor/commander who authorizes a member to engage in a pursuit initiated
by an outside agency will assume the responsibilities of the controlling supervisor/
commander for actions by the Clay County Sheriff's Office.

(c) Members will be permitted, with supervisor/commander authorization, to become
actively involved in an outside initiating agencies pursuit when only a single unit is
involved. Members may continue in the pursuit until sufficient units from the initiating
agency join the pursuit.

(d) If a member engages in a pursuit initiated by an outside agency and the pursuit leaves
Clay County, the member will terminate his/her involvement in the pursuit unless the
controlling supervisor/commander approves continuing.

(e) A member who engages in a pursuit initiated by an outside agency will follow all
department written directives regarding pursuits.

310.5.1   REGIONAL COMMUNICATION CHANNELS

(a) The Regional Communication Channels (commonly called Reg Com) are the primary
channels that Law Enforcement Agencies use to conduct critical incidents that involve
several jurisdictions, such as pursuits.

(b) If a CCSO member initiates a pursuit, then any CCSO channels can be patched
together by the Communications Unit.

(a) CCSO Dispatch will have control of the patch to Reg-Com.

(b) Members will not switch their radio to the designated Reg-Com channel.

(c) If another agency initiates the pursuit, then that agency will control the patch on the
designated Regional Communications channel. Members must switch to the Regional
Communications channel in order to be involved or to monitor.

(a) CCSO cannot be added to a patch that was initiated by another jurisdiction.
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(b) Members should switch over to the Regional Communications Channel prior
to operating as an emergency vehicle or becoming otherwise involved in the
pursuit.

(c) Members are reminded that when using any Regional Channel they must identify
their agency and radio number (e.g., Clay County #8100).

310.6   PURSUIT INTERVENTION
Pursuit intervention is an attempt to terminate the ability of a suspect to continue to flee in a vehicle
through tactical application of technology, tire deflation devices, blocking, boxing in, TVI, ramming,
or roadblock procedures.

310.6.1   TIRE DEFLATION DEVICE (STOP STICKS)

(a) General Information

(a) Tire deflation devices, when struck, cause a rapid controlled deflation of a
vehicle's tire(s).

(b) The tire deflation device is made of a water resistant, laminated, paperboard
housing which contains three rows of twelve quills. Each quill has a Teflon coated
steel spike attached to the tip. When a moving tire rolls over the tire deflation
device, the Teflon coated spikes pierce the tire and the hollow quills are inserted,
causing a controlled deflation without causing catastrophic failure.

(c) Tire deflation devices are designed to be utilized on a hard surface (concrete
or asphalt).

(b) General Procedures (41.3a)

(a) Tire deflation devices will only be utilized on four-wheeled vehicles, and will not
be used on the following vehicles:

i. Motorcycles; 4-Wheelers; ATV

ii. Any vehicle transporting a hazardous material;

iii. Any passenger bus or van transporting passengers;

iv. Any vehicle that would pose an unusual hazard to innocent persons.

(b) Tire deflation devices should not generally be deployed in locations in which
the geographical configuration or known circumstances of the pursuit make it
unsafe to do so. This includes areas of roadways bounded by steep descending
or ascending embankments, curves, bridges, construction zones, or other
locations where the safety of other traffic cannot be reasonably assured.

(c) Members will deploy the device in such a manner so as not to impose an
unnecessary risk to other traffic.

(d) The department vehicle will be placed at the deployment location in a position
that does not interfere with the path of the suspect. The department vehicle will
not be used to create a roadblock situation.
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(e) The member should utilize any available cover or stand at a location providing
the best safety to the member.

(f) The member should have adequate line of sight in all directions in order to
observe and react to the pursuit and other traffic at the deployment location.

(c) Deployment of Tire Deflation Devices (41.2.3b)

(a) Only members who have completed basic training regarding use of stops-sticks
may use or deploy tire deflation devices. (41.2.3c)

(b) Once a location has been determined for deploying the tire deflation device,
the deploying member will properly position the vehicle and may activate their
emergency lights if they are interrupting the flow of traffic.

(a) If off the roadway and not interfering with traffic, members are encouraged
to deactivate their emergency lights to maintain night vision and element
of surprise during night deployments.

(b) Notify communications/dispatcher of the deployment location, including
the lane(s) if applicable.

(c) If an outside law enforcement agency is involved in a vehicle pursuit within our
jurisdiction, tire deflation devices may be utilized at the discretion of a supervisor/
commander. Outside agencies do not need to specifically ask for our assistance
to deploy a tire deflation device.

(d) If tire deflation devices are deployed successfully, members may continue
pursuing the vehicle until it has concluded, even if the pursuit enters other
jurisdictions within this state. A CCSO member should remain involved in the
pursuit within other jurisdictions even when other law enforcement agencies
have become involved.

(d) Stop-Stick Reporting Requirements

(a) Information regarding damages incurred due to an impact made with a tire
deflation device will be included in any report taken as a result of the pursuit.
The reporting member will include the location where the tire deflation device
was utilized, any damage caused to vehicles or property, and all circumstances
that contributed to the damage.

(b) Use of Stop-Sticks should be indicated on CCSO Pursuit Form 301-1. (41.2.3e)

(c) If an uninvolved person's vehicle sustains tire and/or wheel damage as a result
of a tire deflation device, members will notify the Fleet Unit Sergeant or their
designee from the scene.

i. The person's vehicle may be towed to the department's vendor during
business hours. A department tow may be utilized.

ii. If the department's vendor is open, the repair/replacement of the tire and/
or wheel damage will be completed as soon as feasible.
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iii. If the department's vendor is closed, the Fleet Unit Sergeant or designee
will direct where to tow the vehicle for repair/replacement of the tire and/
or wheel damage.

iv. If the person will not wait or a location cannot be found, then advise the
person to utilize a private tow. Their decision shall be documented in the
incident report.

310.6.2   TACTICAL VEHICLE INTERVENTION (TVI)

(a) Any supervisor/commander who has completed appropriate training is authorized to
give approval to implement the TVI technique. (41.2.3d)

(b) Only members who have successfully completed the TVI approved training will utilize
the TVI technique.

(c) While considering the approval of the TVI technique the controlling supervisor/
commander should take into account pursuit factors including, but not limited to, the
seriousness of the offense(s), traffic conditions, speed, and any danger to the public,
and when the supervisor may infer, based upon known information at the time, that
the suspect would still pose a substantial risk to the safety of the public should pursuit
be discontinued.

(d) The TVI technique may be used to stop and apprehend offenders whose actions
indicate a disregard for the safety of the public and members. Trained members will
use the "Objectively Reasonable" standard for all deployments. This determination
must be continually evaluated during the operation. The operation will cease if
continuing, in the member's discretion, would exceed the danger presented by the
offender remaining at large.

(e) Unless exigent circumstances exist, members should not utilize the TVI technique until
they have a secondary unit present for assistance.

(f) The TVI technique may be used by members to assist an outside agency in pursuit
within this jurisdiction when:

(a) The pursuing agency requests assistance with the TVI technique, and
acknowledges a CCSO member would become primary.

(b) The utilization of the TVI technique is within the guidelines set forth in this policy.

(c) A supervisor/commander has given approval to implement the TVI technique.

(g) Members who become involved in an authorized pursuit and have not been trained
to use the TVI technique will:

(a) Contact dispatch to ascertain if a TVI trained member is available to assume
primary pursuit vehicle position.

(b) Maintain a safe distance from the pursuit but remain in a position to assist at the
conclusion of the pursuit.

(h) The execution or attempted execution of a TVI is a Use of Force and will be consistent
within the guidelines established in this office's Use of Force Policies.
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(i) Deputies shall not use the TVI on a motorcycle, ATV, non-motorized vehicles, tractor
trailers, vehicles pulling a trailer, or large recreational vehicles (ie, motor homes)
except when deadly force is justified.

(j) For the purposes of this policy the TVI pinning technique shall not be considered
ramming.

(k) A crash report need not be completed for a successful TVI involving only the patrol
vehicle and suspect vehicle. A crash report may be necessary in the event the suspect
or patrol vehicles are involved in a collision with another motorist or property.

310.6.3   ALTERNATIVE PURSUIT INTERVENTION TACTICS

(a) Ramming a fleeing vehicle should be done only after other reasonable tactical
means at the deputy's disposal have been exhausted. Ramming requires supervisor/
commander authorization. This tactic should be reserved for situations where there
does not appear to be another reasonable alternative method. This policy is an
administrative guide to direct deputies in their decision-making process before
ramming another vehicle. When ramming is used as a means to stop a fleeing vehicle,
the following factors should be present:

(a) The suspect is an actual or suspected felon who reasonably appears to
represent a serious threat to the public if not apprehended.

(b) The suspect is driving with willful or wanton disregard for the safety of other
persons or is driving in a reckless and life- endangering manner. If there does
not reasonably appear to be a present or immediately foreseeable serious threat
to the public, the use of ramming is not authorized.

(b) Because roadblocks involve a potential for serious injury or death to occupants
of the pursued vehicle if the suspect does not stop, the intentional placement of
roadblocks in the direct path of a pursued vehicle is generally discouraged and should
not be deployed without prior approval of a supervisor/commander. If roadblocks
are deployed, it should only be done under extraordinary conditions when all other
reasonable intervention techniques have failed or reasonably appear ineffective and
the need to immediately stop the pursued vehicle substantially outweighs the risk of
injury or death to occupants of the pursued vehicle, deputies or other members of the
public.

(c) Ramming and the use of Roadblocks both constitute Use of Force and shall be
documented in CCSO Use of Force Form 300-1.

310.7   PURSUIT REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

1. The initiating deputy shall complete appropriate and applicable criminal/incident
reports, CCSO Pursuit Form 310-1, and CCSO Use of Force Form 300-1.

2. Additional members who became involved in the pursuit shall complete supplemental
reports, and any appropriate forms related to their individual actions including CCSO
Use of Force Form 300-1.

3. All relevant reports and forms related to a pursuit shall be completed and reviewed by
a supervisor/commander prior to the end of the member's shift.
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4. In the event the initiating, or any assisting member, is unable to prepare a report of
the pursuit, the member's supervisor shall prepare the report.

310.7.1   PURSUIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

1. Sworn Members of the Sheriff's Office shall certify in writing that they have
received, read, and understand the organization's Pursuit Policy initially and upon any
amendments.

2. In addition to initial and supplementary training on pursuits, all sworn employees will
participate no less than annually, in regular and periodic pursuit policy training, as well
as an annual review of the agency's pursuit policy.

3. Sworn members with an assigned department vehicle will receive annual training
regarding the use of Stop-Sticks. This should include best practices and practical
training.

4. Approved training for the Tactical Vehicle Intervention (TVI) technique is available at
the Kansas City, Missouri Policy Department Regional Training Academy.

5. In order to authorize the use of the TVI if necessary, commanders should, at minimum,
complete one-hour classroom training regarding the use of the technique, and best
practices.

310.8   INCIDENT REVIEW BOARD

1. Each pursuit will be reviewed by the Incident Review Board. Once the Incident Review
Board has reviewed the pursuit, they will determine 1) that it appeared within policy
or 2) that it appeared to be outside policy.
The Incident Review Board will convene regularly to review pursuits initiated by
and involving Clay County Sheriff's Office members. The panel will be an informal
proceeding directed toward the issue of proper law enforcement policy, procedure(s),
personnel judgment, and training.

2. Annually, the Sheriff should direct a documented review and analysis of vehicle
pursuits by this agency, and should minimally include suitability, policy compliance,
training and equipment needs. The review findings, analysis, and recommendations
will be submitted to the Major and Sheriff for approval.


